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Sir: 

In the matter of the above-identified application, Applicant hereby submits the 
attached information under 37 C.F.R. §§1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, as listed on the 
accompanying Form PTO-1449. 

Applicant states that no item of information contained in this Statement was 
cited in a Communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart application 
and, to the knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item 
of information was known to any individual designated under §1.56 more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Statement. 

The requirement for a concise statement of relevance or translation under 
§1.98(3)(i) and (3)(ii) is satisfied by the English language Abstract filed with the 
Japanese publication cited herein. 
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This Statement is being submitted prior to the mailing of a final Office Action, 
Notice of Allowance or any other Action which closes examination on the merits of 
the above-identified application, and contains the required statement under 37 CFR 
§1. 97(e)(2). Therefore, no fee under §1.1 7(p) is required for entry and consideration 
of this Submission. 



Respectfully submitted 




Paul J. Skwierawski 
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1300 North Seventeenth Street, Suite 1800 
Arlington, Virginia 22209-3801, USA 
Telephone 703-312-6600 
Facsimile 703-312-6666 
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